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Who is this programme  
designed for? 
This programme is designed to prepare 
international students for postgraduate 
study in the UK. The Master’s Foundation 
Programme will allow students to 
improve their English while learning 
the study skills and research methods 
that they will need during their Master’s 
degree studies. Depending on the length 
of the programme they study, students 
may also study academic modules 
relating to their chosen progression 
degree.

How long will I  
study for? 
 
The duration of the programme is 
dependent on the number of terms studied 
(three, six or nine months). Each term 
consists of approximately 10 weeks. On 
average, students will undertake between 
15 and (up to) 23 hours of class-room 
based study per week, which will vary 
across the different terms.

Please note: Minimum and maximum hours are 
estimated, hours may vary depending on your 
academic and English level and may be adjusted 
throughout the course. 

English Language forms up to six hours 
of a students timetable, is compulsory 
for students who are below the 
required level for progression, and 
will be integrated into the teaching of 
academic subjects as well as being taught 
separately if you need additional support. 

Programme 
Details

Master’s Foundation Programme

Students who are at or above the 
required English level for progression 
are likely to follow a reduced 
timetable.

Students will be expected to timetable 
self-study hours in addition to the 
classroom-based hours.

How will I be assessed?
Each module will have an assessment 
schedule, which will be completed by 
the end of the appropriate term, and 
will include formative and summative 
assignments and other assessment 
tasks. Assessments will be designed 
to demonstrate learning across the 
individual modules of the programme 
and to allow students to experience a 
wide range of the assessment methods 
used in UK postgraduate programmes. 
Assessments will normally include 
coursework, essays, reports and 
other structured assignments, oral 
examination and unseen written 
examinations.

All students study English for 
Academic Purposes and a set number 
of core modules dependant on the 
length of their Master’s programme 
as well as a Research Project and a 
Postgraduate Skills Development 
module.
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Programme Details
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There are a selection of International Year 1 (IY1) modules that may be taught as additonal modules on the 
Business pathway. For more information on these modules please contact your local ONCAMPUS representative.

Modules
The table below shows the full selection of modules delivered at ONCAMPUS centres where the Master’s 
Foundation Programme is available. Modules studied by students vary by ONCAMPUS centre and may 
change depending on pathway, progression degree and availability. Modules studied are subject to change.. 
All students will have English incorporated into their study plan.  
 
MFP 1 term – Research Project L6 + Academic Skills Development
MFP 2 term – Research Project L5 + Postgraduate Skills Development + 1 additional module
MFP 3 term – Research Project L5 + Postgraduate Skills Development + 2 additional modules

Centre Research 
Project  
(Level 5)

Research 
Project  
(Level 6)

Academic 
Skills  
Development  
(Level 6)

Postgraduate 
Skills  
Development 
(Level 5)

Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

International 
Development, 
Law &  
Education

Understanding 
Learning & 
Development 

Contextual & 
Cultural  
Studies for  
Postgraduates 

Intercultural 
Comunication

Statitistical 
Analysis of 
Scientific 
Data

Pharmacology 
& Drugs

Molecular 
Biology

Mathematics 
for Engineers

Engineering Introduction 
to  
Programming

Strategic 
Thinking

Analysis & 
Practice

Contextual 
Studies

Statistics for 
Economics and 
Finance

a a a a a a a a a a  a a

a a

a a a a a a a

a a a a a a

a a a a a

a a a a a a a  a a a a

a a a a

a a a
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ONCAMPUS Centres and Modules

Centre Research 
Project  
(Level 5)

Research 
Project  
(Level 6)

Academic 
Skills  
Development  
(Level 6)

Postgraduate 
Skills  
Development 
(Level 5)

Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

International 
Development, 
Law &  
Education

Understanding 
Learning & 
Development 

Contextual & 
Cultural  
Studies for  
Postgraduates 

Intercultural 
Comunication

Statitistical 
Analysis of 
Scientific 
Data

Pharmacology 
& Drugs

Molecular 
Biology

Mathematics 
for Engineers

Engineering Introduction 
to  
Programming

Strategic 
Thinking

Analysis & 
Practice

Contextual 
Studies

Statistics for 
Economics and 
Finance

a a a a a a a a a a  a a

a a

a a a a a a a

a a a a a a

a a a a a

a a a a a a a  a a a a

a a a a

a a a
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Research Project 
(Level 5)
This module is designed to enable learners 
to become confident using research 
techniques and methods. 

It addresses the elements that make up 
formal research including the proposal, a 
variety of research methodologies, action 
planning, carrying out the research itself 
and presenting the findings. To complete 
the module, learners must also understand 
the theory that underpins formal research. 

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Research Project (Level 5)

02 
Writing a 
Literature review 
 

1. Relate resources 
efficiently to the research 
question and hypothesis

2. Develop a Taxonomy 
(Plan of the Literature 
review)

3. Construction of a 
Literature Review

04 
Sampling 
 

1. Understand Sampling 
and selection of 
population for survey

03 
Types of research 
 

1. Overview of Research 
Philosophy Positivism vs. 
Interpretivist, Inductive & 
deductive

2. Types of research 
methods

3. Secondary and 
Primary (qualitative and 
quantitative data)

4. Ethical approach to 
Research

5. Design the proposed 
research investigation 
in accordance with the 
agreed specification and 
procedures

6. Evaluate relevant data 
where appropriate

05 
Focus Groups 
and Observation 
 

1. Implement the proposed 
research investigation 
in accordance with the 
agreed specification and 
procedures

2. Collate and appraise 
the relevant data where 
appropriate

3. Interpret and analyse 
the results in terms of 
the original research 
specification

4. Use appropriate research 
evaluation techniques

06 
Academic writing 
skills 
 

1. Make recommendations 
and justify areas for 
further consideration

2. Use an agreed format 
and appropriate media 
to present the outcomes 
of the research to an 
audience

07 
Formal 
summative 
assessments 
 

1. Use an agreed format 
and appropriate media 
to present the outcomes 
of the research to an 
audience

01
Introduction to 
research methods 
 

1. Understanding 
requirements and 
Research formulation

2. Identify the factors that 
Understanding research 
project selection

3. Understand how to 
review key references and 
produce a research project 
specification

4. Construct an appropriate 
plan and procedures 
for the agreed research 
specification

5. Formulation of Research 
- Objectives & Questions 
- Hypothesis 
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Research Project 
(Level 6)
This module operates over one term and 
is designed to enable students to become 
confident using research techniques 
and methods. It addresses the elements 
that make up formal research including 
the proposal, a variety of research 
methodologies, action planning, carrying 
out the research itself and presenting the 
findings. 

To complete the module students must 
also understand the theory that underpins 
formal research.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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01
Introduction to 
research methods 
 

1. Understanding 
requirements and 
Research formulation

2. Identify the factors that 
Understanding research 
project selection

3. Understand how to 
review key references and 
produce a research project 
specification

4. Construct an appropriate 
plan and procedures 
for the agreed research 
specification

5. Formulation of Research 
- Objectives & Questions 
- Hypothesis 

Key Topics

Research Project (Level 6)

02 
Writing a 
Literature review 
 

1. Relate resources 
efficiently to the research 
question and hypothesis

2. Develop a Taxonomy 
(Plan of the Literature 
review)

3. Construction of a 
Literature Review

04 
Sampling 
 

1. Understand Sampling 
and selection of 
population for survey

03 
Types of research 
 

1. Overview of Research 
Philosophy Positivism vs. 
Interpretivist, Inductive & 
deductive

2. Types of research 
methods

3. Secondary and 
Primary (qualitative and 
quantitative data)

4. Ethical approach to 
Research

5. Design the proposed 
research investigation 
in accordance with the 
agreed specification and 
procedures

6. Evaluate relevant data 
where appropriate

05 
Focus Groups 
and Observation 
 

1. Implement the proposed 
research investigation 
in accordance with the 
agreed specification and 
procedures

2. Collate and appraise 
the  relevant data where 
appropriate

3. Interpret and analyse 
the results in terms of 
the original research 
specification

4. Use appropriate research 
evaluation techniques

06 
Academic writing 
skills 
 

1. Make recommendations 
and justify areas for 
further consideration

2. Use an agreed format 
and appropriate media 
to present the outcomes 
of the research to an 
audience

07 
Formal 
summative 
assessments 
 

1. Use an agreed format 
and appropriate media 
to present the outcomes 
of the research to an 
audience
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Academic Skills 
Development  
(Level 6)
The module aims to ensure stuents are 
adequately prepared for Master’s level 
study within their chosen subject area, 
which will include developing associated 
academic skills such as presentation 
skills and referencing conventions. It also 
aims to develop their ability to organise, 
manage and practise a range of learning 
approaches to improve performance as 
a self-directed learner in preparation 
for university, work or for further career 
development. 

The module emphasises the needs of the 
individual but within the context of how 
the development of self-management 
corresponds with effective team work in 
a work and study context. Students will 
be able to improve their own learning, 
be involved in teamwork and be more 
capable of problem solving through the 
use of case studies, role play and real life 
activities.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Academic Skills Development

02 
Study skills: 
How to research 
and read 
academically 
and write a great 
research paper 
 

1. Students will have 
gained understanding of 
the nature and purpose 
of academic reading

2. Made links between 
reading and writing

3. Identify relevant 
secondary research 
which can support their 
current research topic  

4. Students will have 
considered the key 
academic assessment 
form of the research 
paper

5. Students will have 
started the process of 
organising themselves for 
successful assessment, 
with an emphasis on 
planning, preparation, 
practising and reviewing 
techniques

03 
Critical writing 
and thinking 
skills 
 

1. Students to critically 
evaluate their own 
writing and thinking skills

2. Students know to use 
a structured framework 
when producing their 
critiques in order to 
ensure that the result 
reflects both the positive 
and the negative aspects 
of the work 

05 
Research skills 
 

1. To investigate possible 
areas for an appropriate 
case study;  look at pros 
& cons and suitability to 
your topic

2. Statistical analysis of data 
in report writing: use 
of appropriate formats; 
presentation software 
and Techniques

06 
Managing online 
information for 
academic study 
 

1. Students will be able 
to recognise sources of 
appropriate academic 
quality

2. Students will have 
considered how to 
produce video of 
appropriate quality for 
student assignments 
and load those onto 
online portal/ YouTube if 
required 

3. Students will have 
considered the most 
effective tools for 
collaborative work online

04 
How to write 
reflective essays 
 

1. Students will have 
made links between the 
reflective practitioner 
and themselves as a  
reflective students

2. Students will have 
considered the what, why 
and how of the reflective 
essay, making links with 
the research project

3. Students to produce 
written reflective texts

01
Introduction to 
Academic Skills 
Development 
 

1. Students will have 
clear understanding 
of the module and the 
assessments

2. Students will have gained 
better understanding of 
UK/ EU teaching methods/
culture

3. Students meet subject 
librarian

4. Students will have the 
knowledge of the right 
referencing conventions to 
follow for their respective 
subjects
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08 
Presentation 
skills 

1. Students to be able to 
show an understanding 
and awareness of 
effective presentation 
techniques and be 
able to assess their 
performance accordingly

2. Students to be able to 
create a set of effective 
PPT slides 

3. Students to be able to 
effectively deliver a short 
presentation

07 
E-learning skills 
 

1. Students can identify 
their priorities for using 
new technologies for 
study

2. Students consider 
their online presence 
as part of an academic 
community

3. Students understand the 
key role played by VLEs

4. Students consider how 
they could make use 
of a VLE for academic 
purposes
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Postgraduate Skills 
Development  
(Level 5)
The module aims to ensure that students 
are adequately prepared for Master’s 
level study within their chosen subject 
area, which will include developing 
their associated academic skills such 
as presentation skills and referencing 
conventions. 

It also aims to develop their ability to 
organise, manage and practise a range 
of learning approaches to improve your 
performance as self-directed learners 
in preparation for university, work or 
for further career development. The 
module emphasises their needs as an 
individual but within the context of how 
the development of self-management 
corresponds with effective team work in 
a work and study context. Students will 
be able to improve their own learning, 
be involved in teamwork and be more 
capable of problem solving through the 
use of case studies, role play and real life 
activities.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Postgraduate Skills Development

03 
How to learn 
effectively  

1. Consider the process of 
learning

2. Realised the active 
nature of learning

3. Explored aspects of 
academic study

4. Gained an 
understanding of 
analytical and critical 
thinking

5. Gained an 
understanding of 
learning styles. And how 
to make them work for 
the students

05 
Sumarising and 
Paraphrasing 
 

1. Students will have 
learnt to paraphrase 
information

2. Students will have 
learnt to  summarise 
information

07 
How to write 
reflective essays 
 

1. Students will have 
made links between the 
reflective practitioner 
and themselves as a  
reflective students

2. Students will have 
considered the what, why 
and how of the reflective 
essay, making links with 
the research project

3. Students will have the 
knowledge of the right 
referencing conventions 
to follow for their 
respective subjects

4. Students understand 
academic integrity, 
plagiarism & academic 
rules in UK/EU HE

06 
Writing skills 
 

1. Students will have 
considered the value 
of writing to learn as 
opposed to learning to 
write

2. Students will have 
considered the key 
academic assessment/
communication form of 
the essay

3. Students know to use 
a structured framework 
when producing their 
critiques in order to 
ensure that the result 
reflects both the positive 
and the negative aspects 
of the work

02 
Library visit 
 

1. Familiarising with Library/ 
Resources

2. Meeting the subject 
librarian

3. Strategies to plan 
& search for quality 
academic resources

4. Introduction to 
referencing (links to week 
6/7) – expectations/
formatting, practice, 
where to get help

04 
How to be a 
reflective learner 
 

1. Students to critically 
evaluate their own 
learning preferences

2. Students to produce 
written reflective texts 

01
Introduction to 
Academic Skills 
Development 
 

1. Students to critically 
evaluate their own skills

2. Students to produce 
written reflective texts

3. Students to communicate 
in a variety of appropriate 
styles
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10 
Presentation 
skills 

1. Students to be able to 
show an understanding 
and awareness of 
effective presentation 
techniques and be 
able to assess their 
performance accordingly

2. Students to be able to 
create a set of effective 
PPT slides 

3. Students to be able to 
effectively deliver a short 
presentation

12 
Managing online 
information for 
academic study 

1. Students will be able 
to recognise sources of 
appropriate academic 
quality

2. Students will have 
considered how to 
produce video of 
appropriate quality for 
student assignments 
and load those onto 
online portal/ YouTube if 
required 

3. Students will have 
considered the most 
effective tools for 
collaborative work online

14 
Critically assess 
academic 
material 

1. Students develop 
speaking skills 
appropriate for 
participation in an 
academic seminar

2. Students to critically 
evaluate their own 
seminar and debating 
skills

3. Students to show an 
understanding of how to 
critically assess academic 
material

15 
Case study 
analysis skills 

1. Recognise the purpose 
of case studies within 
a business studies 
programme

2. Identify the stages to be 
followed in a case study 
analysis

13 
Using Social 
Media for 
professional 
and academic 
development 

1. Students can identify 
ways of using social 
networking tools to 
enhance their learning

2. Combine multiple 
networking tools to 
support their study 
and professional 
development

11 
E-learning skills 

1. Students can identify 
their priorities for using 
new technologies for 
study

2. Students consider 
their online presence 
as part of an academic 
community

3. Students understand the 
key role played by VLE

4. Students consider how 
they could make use 
of a VLE for academic 
purposes

08 
How to be 
creative in your 
learning? 
 

1. Students will have 
realised the importance 
of creative learning 
strategies

2. Students will have been 
introduced to creative 
assignment preparation 
techniques – the 
brainstorm and the 
question matrix

09 
Ciritical thinking 
skills 
 

1. Students to critically 
evaluate their own 
reading, writing and 
research skills

2. Students to produce 
written reflective texts

3. Students to develop 
an awareness of critical 
reading and thinking 
skills

4. Students know to use 
a structured framework 
when producing their 
critiques in order to 
ensure that the result 
reflects both the positive 
and the negative aspects 
of the work 
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16 
Presentation of 
data 

1. Creation and 
interpretation of graphs 
using spreadsheets: 
line, pie, bar charts and 
histograms, scatter (XY) 
graphs and linear trend 
lines: extrapolation for 
forecasting (reliability)

2. Statistical analysis of data 
in report writing: use 
of appropriate formats; 
presentation software 
and Techniques

18 
What is 
emotional 
intelligence 

1. Students to be able to 
select solutions to  
work-based problems

2. Students to show 
an understanding of 
communication in a 
variety of styles and in an 
appropriate manner at 
various levels

3. Students to be able to 
evaluate own current 
skills and competencies 
against professional 
standards and 
organisational objectives

19 
Employability 
skills 

1. Students can explain 
what an employability 
skills is

2. Students understand 
why it is important 
to develop their 
employability skills

17 
Group work skills 

1. Assess the importance 
of communication 
and group work in an 
academic context

2. Distinguish between the 
various roles according 
to Belbin’s theory

3. Evaluate their own 
preferred role

4. Participate effectively in a 
group task

Postgraduate Skills Development
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Psychology for Social 
Scientists
The module aims to provide an 
introduction to some of the modern 
applications of psychology including 
clinical, health, forensic, sport, and 
educational psychology.  

Students will examine psychological 
perspectives and theories and relate them 
to applied settings. 

Students will also examine the scientific 
nature of psychology and explore reasons 
for the professional standards to which 
practitioner psychologists are required to 
adhere.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Psychology for Social Scientists

01 
Introduction to 
Psychology  

1. Describe psychology’s 
four primary goals

2. Compare and contrast 
modern perspectives as 
well as the important 
early contributions to 
psychology

03 
Writing and 
annotated 
bibliography  

1. Understand the concept 
of an annotated 
bibliography

2. Understand the 
procedure for creating an 
annotated bibliography

05 
Introduction 
to Applied 
Psychology: 
Standards 

1. Describe and critically 
evaluate the standards of 
conduct, performance, 
ethics and proficiency 
required of practitioner 
psychologists

07 
Forensic 
Psychology: 
Theories 
of Criminal 
Behaviour 

1. Describe and critically 
evaluate the standards of 
conduct, performance, 
ethics and proficiency 
required of practitioner 
psychologists

08 
Forensic 
Psychology: 
Ethical 
considerations. 

1. Understand the 
importance of ethical 
decision making in 
the role of the forensic 
psychologist

06 
Forensic 
Psychology: 
What’s in a 
name? 

1. Explain the role of a 
forensic psychologist

2. Identify key 
competencies of a 
consultant

04 
Introduction 
to Applied 
Psychology: 
Applications  

1. Describe the main areas 
of applied psychology, 
including some newly 
developing and 
emerging areas

02 
Psychology as a 
science 

1. Explain why psychology 
is considered to be a 
science

2. Identify the steps in 
using the scientific 
method
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09 
Educational 
Psychology:  
Introduction 
to Special 
Educational 
Needs/Special 
Support 
Requirements 

1. Understand the role 
of the educational 
psychologist in the UK

2. Identify a range of 
educational needs

11 
Sport & exercise 
Psychology: 
Introduction 

1. Explain the role of 
sports and exercise 
psychologists

2. Explain the ‘big dilemma’ 
in sports & exercise 
psychology

13 
Sport & exercise 
Psychology: 
Interventions 

1. Compare and 
contrast psychological 
interventions

2. Explain ethical issues 
related to the practice 
of sport and exercise 
psychology

14 
(Optional Topic) 
Media 
Psychology: 
Psychological 
Skills 
Interventions 
Ethical issues

1. Compare and 
contrast psychological 
interventions

2. Explain ethical issues 
related to the practice 
of sport and exercise 
psychology

12 
Sport & exercise 
Psychology: 
Psychological 
Skills 
Interventions 
Sport & exercise 
psychology: 
Ethical issues 

1. Compare and 
contrast psychological 
interventions

2. Explain ethical issues 
related to the practice 
of sport and exercise 
psychology

10 
Educational 
Psychology: 
Interventions 
and Ethical issues 

1. Examine the Waves of 
Intervention model

2. Identify ethical issues 
specific to working with 
children and young 
people
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International 
Development, Law 
& Education
The module aims to provide an overview 
of international development, law and 
education focusing particularly on major 
actors and issues. 

Students will examine the contribution 
of some of the main actors involved 
in international development such 
as the state, international financial 
institutions, the EU, and non-government 
organisations.  

Students will consider some of the major 
issues affecting development in the 
current economic and political climate 
such as national debt, education, conflict 
and migration.

Students will also investigate the laws 
governing international development 
across all topics, but particularly 
those affecting the development of 
human rights, conduct in war, and the 
environment. Students will also develop 
your knowledge about global justice and 
international courts of law.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

International Development, Law & Education

01 
Introduction to 
International Law  

1. Explain the concept and 
function of international 
law

2. Identify different sources 
of international law

02 
The State 

1. Explain the role of the 
state in development

04 
The State and 
international law  

1. Understand the laws 
affecting states and their 
relationships between 
states

07 
The State and 
Education  

1. Examine the educational 
needs of developing 
countries

2. Evaluate the ways in 
which the religious 
culture of a state 
influences education

3. Explain factors that 
prevent states from 
providing adequate 
education

09 
Conflict and Law 

1. Examine the laws that 
exist to promote friendly 
co-operation between 
states

10 
Conflict and 
Education 

1. Identify laws that exist 
to promote education in 
times of conflict

11 
Introduction to 
human rights 

1. Examine the historical 
background of human 
rights

08 
Introduction to 
international 
conflict  

1. Examine the effects of 
conclift on development

05 
The State and 
international law  

1. Understand the laws 
affecting states and their 
relationships between 
states

06 
Introduction to 
Education  

1. Understand the 
difference between 
formal and informal 
education

2. Understand the colonial 
roots of international 
education

03 
Writing an 
annotated 
bibliography  

1. Understand the concept 
of an annotated 
bibliography

2. Understand the 
procedure for creating an 
annotated bibliography
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12 
Human rights 
and Law 

1. Understand the laws 
surrounding human 
rights and how these 
can conflict with state 
sovereignty

2. Explain how human 
rights laws are imposed

13 
Human rights 
and Education 

1. Identify human rights 
that relate to education

2. Explain how education 
can be affected by 
human rights abuses

14 
Introduction to 
globalisation 

1. Explain the role of NGOs 
and multilateral aid 
agencies in development
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Understanding 
Learning and 
Development
This unit aims to enable students to 
develop an understanding of different 
theories and styles of learning and to 
apply this to learning strategies within a 
setting relevant to your situation. The unit 
investigates the learning process. 

Students will explore current theories 
of learning and relate these to the 
development of practical skills and 
the acquisition of knowledge and 
understanding. The unit provides an 
understanding of the different ways 
in which individuals learn and can be 
supported in education and in workplaces 
to develop practice. 

Student will draw on their own experience 
to suggest ways of supporting learning. 
Students will investigate individual 
learning needs and consider how practice 
in educational settings and workplaces can 
provide support for practitioners. 

Students will explore ways of planning 
learning opportunities and the factors 
that contribute to successful delivery 
or learning in the workplace and in 
educational settings.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Understanding Learning and Development

01 
Introduction to 
Learning  

1. Define learning

2. Analyse how theories 
of learning relate to 
the development of 
understanding and skills

03 
Learning 
Domains and 
Learning Styles  

1. Explain how different 
domains of learning can 
be linked to theories of 
learning

2. Explain concepts of 
learning style

3. Assess own preferred 
learning style

05 
Comparing and 
contrasting 
definitions of 
learning  

1. Develop an 
understanding of 
techniques used to 
compare and contrast 
theories

07 
Supporting 
individual 
student needs 

1. Evaluate different 
approaches that could 
be adopted to support 
the individual learning 
needs

08 
Current methods 
and approaches 
to teaching: 
Role of the 
teacher

1. Explain the role of 
the teacher/ tutor in 
education

06 
Understanding 
Barriers to 
Learning 

1. Explain barriers to 
learning that may 
be encountered by 
individuals

2. Describe methods of 
identifying individual 
learning needs

04 
Understanding 
Learning:  The 
Influence of 
Attention & 
Memory  

1. Develop an awareness 
of the importance of 
attention in the learning 
process

2. Understand the impact 
of memory on learning

02 
Writing an 
Annotated 
Bibliography 

1. Understand the concept 
of an annotated 
bibliography

2. Understand the 
procedure for creating an 
annotated bibliography
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09 
Current methods 
and approaches 
to teaching: 
student-centred-
learning 

1. Explain different ways in 
which learning can occur

2. Identify a range of 
teaching methods aimed 
at actively engaging 
learners

10 
Syllabus and 
course design 

1. Describe factors to 
be considered when 
planning a learning 
programme

11 
Lesson planning 
1: Preparing a 
lesson plan 

1. Explain the importance 
of lesson planning

2. Plan a learning activity

12 
Lesson planning 
2: Practice 

1. Present relevant teaching 
strategies to support the 
learning of others

12 
Lesson planning 
3: Reflection 

1. Reflect upon and 
evaluate on own practice



29



30

Contextual and 
Cultural Studies for 
Postgraduates
The aim of this module is to introduce 
students to the contextual and cultural 
factors which relate to studying a wide 
range of academic disciplines: humanities, 
social sciences and art and design 
Students will be expected to take part 
in a series of lecture presentations and 
seminars, where discussion and analysis 
will take place. 

Students will have the opportunity to 
cross disciplines and explore topics in 
literature, film, advertising, popular 
culture, historical/sociological and 
cultural/critical theory. Content includes: 
theories of beauty and aesthetics, 
materials conditions of twentieth century 
culture, formalism and postmodernism, 
as well as key concepts and advanced 
independent study. The module focuses 
on art, literature and culture in general, 
which may include some media topics. The 
focus of module is towards art, literature 
and cultural studies. 

By the end of the programme students 
will have been introduced to topics 
including modernism, postmodernism, 
cultural representation and film theory. 
This is a theory based module and 
contains significant elements of academic 
research and writing essays. Students 
will synthesise relevant information and 
present their conclusions through written 
work and oral presentations.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Contextual and Cultural Studies for Postgraduates

01 
Introduction to 
Cultural Theory  

1. Discuss overview of 
programme and topics

2. Define culture and 
cultural studies

3. Identify multiple 
backgrounds to and 
contexts of 20th century 
culture

4. Discuss ways of 
contributing and 
preparing for a seminar 
and discussion

03 
Structuralism 
and Post-
structuralism  

1. Define structuralism and 
post-structuralist thinking

2. Identify key thinkers of 
structuralism and post-
structuralism

3. Discuss and analyse the 
role of the Author

4. Analyse and interpret 
contemporary 
mythologies

05 
Ethnicity, Race 
and Nation  

1. Define race and ethnicity 
as sites of subjectivity and 
identity in contemporary 
culture

2. Examine issues 
surrounding race, 
ethnicity and 
representations

07 
Advertising and 
Contemporary 
culture 

1. Examine representation 
in advertising and culture

2. Define modes of 
representation across 
different sites of cultures

3. Discuss alternative and 
independent cultures

06 
Gender and 
Sexuality 

1. Define key terminology 
in gender studies and 
queer studies

2. Examine LGBT agendas 
in contemporary arts 
and media

3. Examine the social 
construction of gender 
and sexuality

04 
Postmodernism  

1. Situate postmodernism 
from a 21st century 
perspective

2. Examine issues around 
globalisation

3. Agree objectives to be 
written into assessment 
sheets

02 
Aesthetic Theory 
and Beauty 

1. Define aesthetic theory

2. Identify and discuss 
different types of thinking 
around art and aesthetics

3. Discuss what art is in 
relation to aesthetic 
thinking
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Intercultural 
Communication
This module aims to prepare students for 
Master’s level study within their chosen 
subject area, which will include knowledge 
and understanding of  
subject-specific language and other 
associated academic skills such 
as presentation skills, referencing 
conventions and critical thinking.  

Intercultural learning is an interdisciplinary 
subject, which has its theoretical base in 
psychology, sociology and linguistics.  

The module further aims to develop 
students intercultural awareness and 
communication skills in intercultural 
encounters. This knowledge will be 
applied to various contexts and situations, 
which demands observational and 
analytical skills and independent thinking.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Intercultural Communication

01 
What is 
intercultural 
communication?  

1. To analyse how theories 
of learning relate to the 
understanding of ICC 

2. To explain how different 
fields have contributed 
to ICC 

3. To explain concepts of 
ICC

4. To present own examples 
of research areas in ICC

5. To analyse influences 
on own experience in 
relation to ICC

6. To explain different 
factors that can influence 
the ICC relevant to own 
direction of study

02 
Identity, 
stereotypes and 
attitudes  

1. To describe methods of 
observing non-verbal 
communication

2. To present own 
observations non-verbal 
communication in a 
situation relevant for ICC 

3. To explain different 
factors that can influence 
cultural stereotyping and 
cultural identity

4. To explain the relation 
between identity, 
stereotypes and attitudes

04 
Intercultural 
encounters and 
adaptation  

1. To describe factors 
to be considered in 
intercultural encounters

2. To explain theoretical 
models for adaptation 
processes 

3. To present an adaptation 
process based on own 
experience

4. To analyse own 
intercultural encounters 
from different 
perspectives 

5. To present effective 
strategies to support 
adaptation processes 

05 
Intercultural 
competence 

1. To present strategies 
which support 
intercultural competence 
in others

2. To explain barriers to 
intercultural competence 
that individuals maybe 
encounter

3. To evaluate different 
approaches that could 
be adopted to support 
intercultural competence

03 
Cultural 
values and 
communication 

1. To present approaches 
to cultural values in ICC  

2. To explain concepts 
related to cultural values

3. To describe 
manifestations of cultural 
values theoretically  

4. To analyse verbal 
communication in 
relation tocultural values 
and ICC
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Statistical Analysis of 
Scientific Data
The primary outcome of scientific 
experimentation frequently comprises 
data, which varies significantly depending 
on the type of work undertaken. 
Analysis of the data which is obtained 
needs to be processed in some way 
to extract meaning. A considerable 
amount of data analysis is performed by 
computers but it is of vital importance 
that students can understand how and 
in what circumstances to use individual 
mathematical and statistical techniques 
and the significance of the results.

This module aims to prepare students to 
be able to present scientific data at an 
appropriate level expected in industry and 
research and help students determine the 
most appropriate statistical methods to 
apply to generated data as well as drawing 
valid conclusions.
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Key Topics

01 
Presentation 
of scientific 
information and 
data  

1. Understand the 
difference between 
qualitative and 
quantitative data

2. Identify the best 
methods for  presenting 
data to a variety of 
audiences

3. Understand the need 
to fit the data to the 
knowledge of the target 
audience

4. Assess which form of 
media would be the 
best fit for reaching the 
audience

5. Demonstrate clear 
communication of 
information 

6. Create a plan for the 
presentation of scientific 
information

7. Identify the best form of 
tabulation for presenting 
acquired scientific 
data using bar charts, 
pie charts, frequency 
polygons, ogives, 
histograms

8. Display data to scientific 
standards using 
computer software

9. Use software such as 
Excel to produce the 
above charts

02 
Linear trend in 
scientific data 

1. Display scientific data 
with linear trend using 
computer software

2. Plot data using scatter 
diagram with linear 
axes; find trend line and 
correlation coefficient 
using software such as 
Excel

3. Demonstrate how to 
analyse scientific linear 
data 

4. Demonstrate the use 
of algebraic methods 
for linear equations, 
transposing equations

5. Solving simultaneous 
equations to find 
intersection of linear 
equations

6. Show how to use least 
squares regression to 
calculate trend line

7. Understand and 
demonstrate the use 
of Pearson’s Product 
Moment Correlation 
Coefficient

03 
Processing 
continuous data 
using statistics 

1. Perform descriptive 
statistics on a sample of 
continuous scientific data

2. Describe the difference 
between continuous and 
discrete data

3. Determine the following 
information from 
experimental data

4. Measures of location e.g. 
mode, median, mean;

5. Measures of dispersion 
e.g. variance, standard 
deviation; range, 
interquartile range, 
coefficient of variation

6. Produce boxplot to 
illustrate location and 
spread

7. Explain common terms 
used in probability and 
solve simple probability 
problems 

8. Understand random 
variables and probability 
distributions

04 
Processing 
continuous data 
using Normal 
distribution 

1. Demonstrate the nature 
of Normal distributions 
using a sample of 
continuous data

2. Analyse and calculate: 
Normal distributions; 
standardising; tests for 
normality, percentiles, 
samples of populations, 
standard error of the 
mean, confidence limits, 
central limit theorem

10. Identify which graphical 
method displays 
acquired scientific data 
most accurately and 
clearly for different media

Statistical Analysis of Scientific Data
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05 
Hypothesis 
testing and 
statistical tests  

1. Carry out hypothesis 
testing using standard 
statistical tests and draw 
conclusions 

2. Define and generate null 
hypotheses 

3. Create alternative 
hypothesis

4. Understand significance 
levels

5. Understand how to 
use probability for 
acceptance or rejection 
of the null hypothesis 

6. Understand type 1 and 
2 errors, the power of 
the test and the null 
hypothesis

7. Understand one-tailed 
and two-tailed tests for 
computing statistical 
significance

8. Application of the 
following statistical tests 
correctly to different 
types of scientific data 
(z-test, student’s t-test)

9. Pearson’s chi-squared ( 
χ2 ) test, F-test

10. Hypothesis testing for 
regression

06 
Understanding 
limitations in 
concluding 
results  

1. Describe the strengths 
and limitations of 
the methods used 
to generate results 
looking at: Total error 
in results:  combination 
of component errors, 
representation of 
numbers, round-off 
errors, truncation errors, 
level of confidence in 
results obtained

2. Draw conclusions 
from the work by 
looking at values of 
measured parameters, 
validity of hypotheses, 
support for theoretical 
models , confirmation 
of model developed, 
accuracy, precision of 
measurements

3. Justify the validity of 
conclusion(s) from 
the information on a 
problem studied: fitness 
for purpose of the 
methods used validity of 
conclusions, information 
provided on the systems 
studied, compatibility of 
results with those from 
other sources
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Molecular Biology
Since the discovery of the structure of 
DNA, molecular biology techniques have 
been developed to allow research into 
diseases. Central to this is understanding 
how DNA stores and transmits information 
from one generation to another and 
the universal nature of that code which 
allows genetic information to be swapped 
between species. Our understanding 
of the molecular world is constantly 
evolving, as are the techniques used to 
manipulation genetic information. 

This unit enables students to understand 
the processes responsible for the 
maintenance, transmission and expression 
of genetic information at a molecular 
level and carry out experimental 
techniques associated with them. It is 
intended to allow students access to a 
range of Master’s degree programmes 
in the molecular biology/ biotechnology 
areas which require prior knowledge of 
molecular biology and safe experimental 
technique.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

01 
DNA to protein  

1. Explain the processes 
of information transfer  
from DNA to protein

2. Describe the 
organisation of DNA 
in prokaryotic and 
eukaryotic cells 

3. Review the structure of 
proteins and RNA

4. Explain the process 
of transcription and 
translation

5. Discuss how information 
is processed

02 
Genes and cells 

1. Understand factors 
involved in the regulation 
of gene expression

2. Discuss the structure of 
operons

3. Explain the features of 
positive and negative 
control

4. Review cell signalling

03 
DNA 
manipulation 

1. Demonstrate theoretical 
knowledge of techniques 
used in molecular 
biology

2. Explain the process 
of DNA manipulation 
techniques 

3. Describe the Polymerase 
Chain Reaction

4. Illustrate the stages 
in the production of 
recombinant DNA

5. Use bioinformatics 
software to interpret data

04 
Lab work 

1. Be able to carry out 
experimental techniques 
involved in manipulating 
DNA and RNA

Molecular Biology
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Mathematics for 
Engineers
Mathematics for Engineers is a level 5 
module and it contributes to a Master’s 
Foundation/Qualifying Programme. This is 
a taught module with some opportunities 
for independent research.

The summative assessment of this module 
is by means of weekly assignments, which 
are to be completed and submitted 
to the tutor within a week. In the final 
week, students will be working on 
presentations, which will form the final 
part of the assessment. Each assessment 
(assignment or presentation) will be worth 
either 10% or 20% of the overall mark for 
this module and will be graded in terms 
of percentages. The final grade will be 
calculated as an average of the percentage 
marks in all eight assessments. 

Students should be using Information 
Learning Technology (ILT) in their learning 
as required. This could include MS Excel, 
MS PowerPoint, scientific calculators, 
online graphing tools, graphic calculators 
and any other relevant tools and websites.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

01 
Trigonometric 
Functions and 
Hyperbolic 
Functions 

1. Identify trigonometric 
graphs

2. Identify trigonometric 
formulae and identities

3. Convert between radians 
and degrees

4. Solve problems involving 
trigonometry

5. Identify some hyperbolic 
functions and their 
graphs

6. Prove some hyperbolic 
identities

02 
Partial fractions 

1. Add algebraic fractions

2. Divide polynomials

3. Find the remainder using 
division 

4. Express an algebraic 
fraction as a sum of 
partial fractions

5. Identify various methods 
of finding partial fractions

03 
Logarithmns and 
Exponentials 

1. Identify logarithms

2. Apply the laws of 
logarithms

3. Solve equations using 
logarithms

4. Identify the exponential 
graphs and graphs of 
logarithms

5. Reduce relationship of 
the form y=kxn to linear 
form

6. Reduce exponential 
relationship of the form 
y=kax to linear form

7. Solve problems using 
linearization

04 
Differentiation 

1. Identify the process of 
differentiation from first 
principles

2. Identify related 
terminology

3. Differentiate expressions 

4. Find the gradient to a 
curve at a given point

5. Use the chain rule, 
the product rule and 
the quotient rule to 
differentiate functions

6. Differentiate exponentials 
and logarithms

7. Differentiate 
trigonometric functions

8. Use differentiation to 
identify maximum, 
minimum and points of 
inflection

9. Differentiate inverse 
functions

10. Differentiate hyperbolic 
functions

05 
Integration 

1. Integrate functions

2. Find the area below the 
curve using integration

3. Find the area between 
two curves

4. Find the area between 
the curve and the y axis 

5. Use the mid-ordinate 
rule to estimate the area 
below the curve

6. Use the trapezoidal rule 
to estimate the area 
below the curve 

7. Integrate functions by 
substitution

8. Use integration by parts

Mathematics for Engineers
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06 
Differential 
equations 

1. Identify first order 
differential equations

2. Identify the difference 
between general and 
particular solutions

3. Identify various 
approaches and 
methods of solving 
differential equations

4. Form differential 
equations to solve 
problems

5. Find the constant of 
proportionality 

6. Identify the concepts of 
Laplace transform

7. Use Laplace transform 
to solve differential 
equations

07 
Sequences and 
series  

1. Use ∑ notation for series

2. Identify sequences 
and series, formulae, 
related terminology and 
notation

3. Identify arithmetic 
sequences

4. Identify geometric 
sequences

5. Find the limiting values 
of series

6. Determine whether a 
series is convergent or 
divergent

7. Identify absolute 
convergence 

8. Use L’Hopital’s Rule to 
identify the limit of a 
series

09 
Binomial 
Expansion  

1. Identify the Binomial 
Theorem

2. Use the Binomial 
Theorem to expand 
expressions 

10 
Inequalities 
and Linear 
Programming  

1. Identify inequalities

2. Solve linear inequalities

3. Solve quadratic 
inequalities

4. Show inequalities on the 
number line

5. Solve inequalities 
simultaneously

6. Show inequalities on the 
graphs

7. Form inequalities from 
worded problems

8. Solve fractional 
inequalities

9. Solve modulus 
inequalities

10. Identify linear 
programming

11. Solve problems 
involving linear 
programming
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Engineering
This Module aims to develop student 
understanding of an extended range 
Engineering topics that underpin the 
design and operation of mechanical 
engineering systems and different 
engineering disciplines or sub-disciplines 
in the study of a particular topic, or 
engineering application, making is truly 
multidisciplinary.

Master’s Foundation Programme



45

Key Topics

Engineering

01 
Statics and 
Strength of 
Materials 

1. Distinguish between 
elastic and inelastic 
material and apply the 
Hook’s law graphically 
to calculate the gradient 
and hence the comment 
on the stiffness of the 
spring

2. Apply the relationship 
between longitudinal 
and transverse strain 
to determine the 
dimensional effects of 
uniaxial loading on a 
given material

3. Determine the effects 
of two-dimensional 
and three-dimensional 
loading on the 
dimensions of a given 
material

02 
Complex loading 
systems 

1. Determine volumetric 
strain and change in 
volume due to  
three-dimensional 
loading 

2. Apply the relationship 
between elastic constants

03 
Moment of a 
force and simply 
supported beams 

1. Conditions for static 
equilibrium

2. State the principle of 
moments and perform 
calculations

3. Recognise typical 
practical application of 
simply supported beams  

4. Loading(concentrated 
loads, uniformly 
distributed loads, 
support reactions)

5. Draw shear force and 
bending moment 
diagram

6. Calculate the shear force 
and bending moment

04 
Dynamics and 
simple machines 

1. Understand linear and 
angular velocity and 
acceleration

2. Relationship for 
uniform displacement, 
acceleration

3. Understand and apply 
vector analysis

4. Understand and apply 
the study of motion and 
collision of vehicles  by 
studying the newton’s 
law of motion

5. Understand and perform 
calculations with a simple 
screw-jack

6. Understand and perform 
calculations with a gear 
trains

7. Understand and perform 
calculations with lever

05 
Alternating 
voltages and 
current 

1. Distinguish between 
d.c and a.c current and 
voltage

2. Apply the current divider 
rule and voltage divider 
rule 

3. Identify and Solve 
examples of useful 
configurations such as 
the Wheatstone bridge

4. Mesh analysis, 
Nodal analysis and 
Superposition theorem

5. Define capacitance of 
the capacitor and how 
does the capacitance of a 
capacitor changes when 
two or more than two 
capacitors are connected 
in series and parallel

6. Observe the variance 
of different dielectric 
materials to the 
capacitance and energy 
stored in the capacitor
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06 
Magnetism  

1. Practical application of 
magnets

2. Define magnetic field

3. Magnetic field pattern 
associated with a 
solenoid connected to a 
battery and wound on 
a bar

4. Direction of the field

5. Define magnetic flux, flux 
density

6. Laws of Electromagnetic 
induction

7. Use the principle of self 
and mutual induction in 
transformer

8. Explain the magnetic 
levitation process
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Introduction to 
Programming
This module aims to prepare students 
for using Scilab software. This involves 
starting from an assumption of little or 
no prior Scilab/ programming knowledge. 
It will cover the basics of Scilab 
programming in terms of  
matrix-calculation, vectors, plotting 
functions and similar basic functions. 
Furthermore, the module covers concepts 
such as numerical ODE integration in 
Scilab as well as modelling simple systems. 
In the final part of the course, students 
will complete mini-projects that will be 
presented orally, in the form of a report or 
poster.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Introduction to Programming

01 
Introduction to 
Scilab 

1. To recognize basic Scilab 
operations, interface, and 
syntax

2. To demonstrate loops, 
logical expressions

3. To explain a code in 
comments Students 
read in the basics and 
applying it directly in 
Scilab

02 
Scilab code with 
vectors, plots, 
matrices 

1. To apply linear algebra 
in Scilab

2. To apply various models 
for function plotting

3. To understand Input and 
output variables

03 
Solve model 
problems and 
numerical 
integration 

1. To apply numerical 
problem-solving in Scilab

2. To analyse and 
categorize problems in 
Scilab

3. To demonstrate a 
suitable solution in 
practice

4. To apply numerical 
problem-solving in Scilab

5. To analyse and 
categorize problems in 
Scilab

6. To demonstrate a 
suitable solution in 
practice

7. To show deeper 
understanding for 
problem-solving in Scilab

04 
Projects 

1. To understand how 
Scilab can be applied in 
problem-solving r

2. To identify a problem 
and apply Scilab 
programming to present 
a solution

3. To plan a project in 
Scilab programming

4. To assess various 
solutions to the identified 
problem
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Strategic Thinking
This module is designed to enable 
students to become confident using 
Strategic Thinking tools and approaches. 
It requires students to apply theory 
to known International organisations. 
Students will research the organisation 
selected for them and write a report and 
present strategic analysis and several 
new strategic options. Students will also 
select a proposed strategy from this work 
and develop an implementation Plan so 
that it would realise the results for the 
organisation in a defined time.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Strategic Thinking

01 
Strategic 
planning 

1. Recognise the 
importance Strategic 
Thinking to Organisations

2. Identify the process 
of strategic thinking & 
planning

02 
Situational 
analysis 

1. Examine Business tools 
to help compile and 
audit and to support 
formulation of a new 
strategy

03 
Strategic options 

1. Examine approaches to 
strategy evaluation and 
selection

04 
Strategic 
implementation 

1. Investigate how to 
implement a chosen 
strategy

2. Design and 
implementation plan

3. Conclude with 
Importance of 
Monitoring, the strategy 
and expected return to 
the business changing 
environment and 
contingency

4. Produce an individual 
written report
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Statistics for 
Economics and 
Finance
All students studying on the Master’s 
Foundation Programme Business pathway 
at ONCAMPUS Reading with a view to 
progressing to Finance or Accounting 
related degree will follow this module, 
regardless of the pathway they are 
enrolled into. The goal of this module is to 
help students build a strong foundation 
when it comes to statistical knowledge 
skills and the mathematical modelling 
that is required in Economics and Business 
Master’s programmes.

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Statistics for Economics and Finance

01 
Differentiation 

1. Interpret the slope of a 
curve

2. Evaluate the slope of a 
curve

3. Find the slope of a 
tangent

4. Use the definition of 
a derivative to find a 
derivative

5. Find the equation of a 
tangent line

6. Understand the 
relationship between 
continuity and 
differentiability

7. Recall and apply the 
rules for differentiation

8. Use the derivative as 
a rate of change and 
apply it to economic and 
practical problems

9. Use the product and 
quotient rule

10. Find marginal

11. Use the chain rule and 
the power rule

12. Evaluating the marginal 
revenue product with the 
use of the chain rule

02 
Integration 

1. Calculate integrals

2. Calculate integrals with 
initial conditions

3. Apply the power rule for 
integration

4. Calculate integrals 
involving logarithmic and 
exponentials functions

5. Use algebraic 
manipulations, long 
division and substitutions 
to calculate integrals 

6. Calculate definite 
integrals 

7. Recall and use the 
properties of definite 
integrals 

8. Evaluate the area 
between curves with the 
use of definite integrals 

9. Assess whether the 
outcome of a definite 
integral can be 
interpreted as an area

10. Use definite integrals to 
calculate consumers’ and 
producers’ surplus

03 
Descriptive 
statistics 

1. Distinguish between 
population and sample 

2. Distinguish between 
nominal, ordinal, interval 
and ratio variables 

3. Use frequency 
distributions for  
ratio-data

4. Distinguish between 
discrete and continuous 
variables

5. Evaluate measures for 
central tendency and 
variability

6. Interpret the measures 
for central tendency and 
variability 

7. Apply linear regression

8. Identify the relationship 
between two variables

9. Interpret correlation 
coefficient and the line of 
regression

04 
Introduction to 
probabilities and 
statistics 

1. Use the basic counting 
principle

2. Distinguish between 
permutations and 
combinations

3. Use combinations and 
permutations

4. Construct a sample 
space

5. Identify events

6. Calculate complements, 
unions and intersections

7. Identify mutually 
exclusive events 

8. Create probability tries

9. Identify equiprobable 
spaces

10. Recall and use 
properties of probabilities 

11. Identify and calculate 
conditional probabilities 

12. Use the general 
multiplication law

13. Identify stochastic 
processes

14. Calculate probabilities 
in stochastics processes

15. Determine, identify and 
calculate independent 
events

16. Use Bayes’s formula
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Analysis and Practice
Multidisciplinary techniques and processes 
underpin contemporary arts practices and 
provide emerging artists and practitioners 
with a language to convey attitudes 
that reflect a dynamic social, political 
and economic climate. This module 
provides learners with opportunities to 
develop a multidisciplinary and reflective 
approach to the study of art-based theory 
and practice. Students will develop the 
necessary research skills to analyse current 
theoretical discourse and approaches to a 
variety of creative practices. Issues, themes 
and innovative use and application of 
techniques and materials will be explored 
within the field or art, design, graphic 
communication, publishing, theatre, film 
and multimedia practices.

Students will be required to interpret texts, 
films, performances and art and design 
works, contribute to discussions and 
in-class debates on a weekly basis. The 
delivery of the module will be assessed 
at the end of each term through essay 
writing. Students will also be expected 
to take part in a presentation where they 
demonstrate their research to date in the 
context of their chosen research topic. 

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Statistics for Economics and Finance

01 
Knowledge 
building and 
ideas generation 

1. Students to develop 
knowledge and critical 
understanding of 
the well-established 
principles of Art and 
Design, and of the way 
in which those principles 
have developed during 
its modern history

2. Students to undertake 
further training, develop 
existing practices 
and acquire new 
competences that will 
enable students to 
assume wider academic 
and vocational Art and 
Design opportunities

02 
Developing 
theoretical and 
contextual art 
and design 
knowledge 

1. To demonstrate 
knowledge of the main 
methods of enquiry 
in the subject(s) 
relevant to Art and 
Design, and ability to 
evaluate critically the 
appropriateness of 
different approaches to 
solving problems in Art 
and Design

03 
Theoretical 
research 
and practice 
techniques 

1. For students to develop 
an ability to apply 
underlying concepts 
and principles that 
either approach, (or 
are outside of) the 
context of art and design 
practices including, 
where appropriate, the 
application of those 
principles in practical 
contexts

04 
Taster pathway 
workshops 

1. For students to 
undertake further 
training, develop existing 
practices and acquire 
new competences that 
will enable students to 
assume wider academic 
and vocational Art and 
Design opportunities 

06 
Developing 
presentation 
skills 

1. For students to 
effectively communicate 
information, arguments 
and analysis in a variety 
of forms to audiences 
and deploy key 
techniques of Art and 
Design effectively 

05 
Workshops: 
applying theory 
to practice 

1. For students to 
undertake further 
training, develop existing 
practices and acquire 
new competences that 
will enable students to 
assume wider academic 
and vocational Art and 
Design opportunities  
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Contextual Studies
The module situates 20th and 21st century 
western art and practices as a response 
to their political, psychological, social 
framework, and provides learners with an 
opportunity to explore these connections 
between cultures and the wider world. 
Learners are encouraged to make sense of 
these histories from different perspectives 
to challenge their own subjective 
assumptions and attitudes in order to 
develop objective and innovative ideas to 
inform their written academic work.  

Students will be required to interpret texts, 
films, performances and art and design 
works, contribute to discussions and 
in-class debates on a weekly basis. The 
delivery of the module will be assessed 
at the end of each term through essay 
writing. 

Students will be producing a contextual 
analysis for this module. Students will also 
be expected to take part in a mid-term 
presentation where they demonstrate their 
research to date in the context of their 
chosen research topic. 

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Key Topics

Statistics for Economics and Finance

01 
Knowledge  
generation 
and ideas 
development 

1. Students to develop 
a contextual analysis 
around their chosen 
research topic. 

2. Students to research, 
brainstorm and mind 
map ideas for their 
academic project

02 
Critical and 
cultural studies in 
art and design 

1. Students to develop a 
critical understanding 
of the well-established 
principles of art and 
design, and of the way 
in which those principles 
have developed during 
its modern history

03 
Academic 
learning 

1. Develop and apply an 
understanding of visual 
language to the analysis 
of key art works

2. Be made aware of 
academic practice and 
the necessary regulations 
they must adhere to 
when producing work 
for MFP

04 
Art theory 
development 

1. For students to develop 
an ability to apply wider 
concepts and principles 
that either approach or 
are outside of art and 
design studies including, 
where appropriate, the 
application of those 
principles in practical and 
vocational context  

06 
Developing 
academic 
presentation 
skills 

1. Students to develop 
a knowledge of the 
main methods of 
enquiry in the subject(s) 
relevant to art and 
design, and ability to 
evaluate critically the 
appropriateness of 
different approaches to 
solving problems in Art 
and Design 

2. Undertake further 
training, develop existing 
practices and acquire 
new competences that 
will enable students to 
assume wider academic 
and vocational art and 
design opportunities

05 
Developing 
academic writing 
skills 

1. Students to use a 
range of established 
techniques to initiate 
and undertake critical 
analysis of information, 
and to propose solutions 
to problems arising from 
that analysis 

07 
Refining of final 
assessment 
submission 

1. Students to effectively 
communicate 
information, arguments 
and analysis in a variety 
of forms to specialist 
and non-specialist 
audiences and deploy 
key techniques of Art 
and Design
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Master’s Foundation Programme

Resources and reading list
 
Research Project (Level 5 and Level 6) 
 
Bell, J. (2010) Doing Your Research Project, 5th edition. OUP
Kumar, R. (2010) Research Methodology: A Step by Step Guide for Beginners. 3rd Ed. Sage 
Publications
Bell, J. (2010) Doing Your Research Project, 5th edition. OUP
Kumar, R. (2010) Research Methodology: A Step by Step Guide for Beginners. 3rd Ed. 
Sage Publications

Academic Skills Development (Level 6) 
 
Burns, T., & Sinfield, Sandra, author. (2016). Essential study skills: The complete guide to 
success at university (Fourth ed., Sage study skills)

Postgraduate Skills Development (Level 5) 

Burns, T., & Sinfield, Sandra, author. (2016). Essential study skills : The complete guide to 
success at university (Fourth ed., Sage study skills).
Clarke, A. (2008). E-learning skills (2nd ed., Palgrave study skills). Basingstoke: Palgrave 
Macmillan.
Talbot, C. (2003). Studying at a distance : A guide for students. Maidenhead: Open Univer-
sity Press.
Junco, R., & Madden, Mary, author of introduction, etc. (2014). Engaging students through 
social media : Evidence based practices for use in student affairs.

Psychology for Social Scientists  
 
Davey, (2011).  Applied Psychology.  West Sussex:  BPS Blackwell.  *NB. This textbook has a 
companion website but tutors and students will need to register.

International Development, Law & Education 
 
Harber, C., (2014).  Education and International Development: Theory, Practice and Issues.  
Oxford: Symposium Books.
Haslam, P., Shafer, J., & Beaudet, P. (2017).  Introduction to International Development: Ap-
proaches, Actors, Issues, and Practice (3rd Edition).  Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Heywood, A., (2014).  Global Politics (2nd edition).  London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Lowe, V., (2015).  International Law: A Very Short Introduction.  Oxford: Oxford University 
Press.

Understanding Learning and Development 

Ashmore, L., (2015). Learning, Teaching and Development.  London:  Sage Publications 
Limited.
Bartlett, S., (2016).  Introduction to Education Studies, 4th Edition. London:  Sage Publica-
tions Limited.
Gould, J., (2013).  Learning, Theory and Classroom Practice in the Lifelong Learning Sector.  
London:  Sage Publications Limited.
Reece, I. & Walker, S. (2006). Teaching, Training and Learning: A Practical Guide. 6th Ed. 
Business Education Publishers:  Surrey.
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Contextual and Cultural Studies for Postgraduates 
 
Barker, C. (2008) Cultural Studies: Theory & Practice. London: SAGE Publications. 
 
Intercultural Communication 
 
Liu, Shuang, Zala Volcic & Cindy Gallois (2015). Introducing Intercultural Communication. 
2nd edition. Sage Publication Ltd

Statistical Analysis of Scientific Data 
 
Statistics for Business and Economics by Paul Newbold, William L. Carlson, Betty M. 
Thorne

Molecular Biology 
 
Alberts, Johnson, Lewis and Morgan (2014).  Molecular Biology of the Cell (6th edition). 
Garland Science
David Micklos and Greg A Freyer (2010); DNA Science: A First Course
Stephen R. Bolsover (2011) Cell Biology: A Short Course (3rd Edition) 

Mathematics for Engineers 
 
Bird, J. (2010) Higher Engineering Mathematics 6th edn. Routledge. 
 
Engineering 
 
Mechanics of solids by S.S. Bhavikatti ISBN : 978-81-224-2858-2 
Mechanical Engineering Principles by John Bird and Carl Ross second edition ISBN 978-0-
415-51785-0 
Science for Engineering by John Bird fourth edition ISBN 978-0-415-51788-1

Introduction to Programming 
 
Attaway, S (2013) MATLAB. Butterworth-Heinemann
Hahn B (2012) Essential Matlab for Engineers and Scientists. Academic Press
Nilsson O and Lundberg D (2017) An introduction to programming (compendium), provid-
ed by ONCAMPUS

Strategic Thinking

Needle, D. (2010) Business in Context: An introduction to business and its environment. 
5th Edition. South-Western: UK
Wetherly, P. & Otter, D. (2011). The Business Environment: Themes and Issues. 2nd Edition. 
Oxford University Press: Oxford

Statistics for Economics and Finance

Haeussler, Paul and Wood: Introductory Mathematical Analysis for Business, Economics 
and the Life and Social Sciences. Pearson International Edition, Fourteenth Edition.
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Analysis and Practice 
 
Core textbook:  Gray, C. & Malins, J. (2004). Visualising research: a guide to the research 
process in art and design. [Internet].  
Available from: <http://www.upv.es/laboluz/master/seminario/textos/Visualizing_Re-
search.pdf> 

Contextual Studies 
 
Core textbooks: Rintoul, J (2017) Integrating Critical and Contextual studies in Art and 
Design. London: Routledge  

Master’s Foundation Programme
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Example timetable

Example Timetable
Please note this is an example timetable and will vary for every student. Students should anticipate 
lessons starting earlier than 9am or later than 5pm. Students will be expected to allocate self study and 
revision hours within their timetable which will be given at the start of the academic term.

9-10 10-11 11-12 12-1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5

Mon  
English

 
English

 
Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

Lunch Postgraduate 
Skills

Development

Postgraduate 
Skills

Development

Tues  
Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

Research 
Project

Research 
Project

Lunch
 

Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

 

Wed Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

English
 

English Lunch Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

 
Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

Thur  
Research 
Project

Research 
Project

Personal 
Tutorial

Lunch
 

English
 

English

Fri Research 
Project

Research 
Project

Lunch
 

Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists

Psychology 
for Social 
Scientists
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www.oncampus.global
For more information visit:

Follow our latest news
facebook.com/oncampusglobal  
instagram.com/oncampus_global 
youtube.com/oncampus_uusa 
linkedin.com/company/oncampus.global 
tiktok.com/@studentsofoncampus


